examination by the numerical method of 276 cases of various diseases, are as follows:
In any collection of patients, whatever be their diseases, curved nails will be found in at least one third. Among different diseases, phthisis, scrofula, and other chronic affections, have a very marked, though not an absolute or constant influence. Of 88 patients with curved nails, 70 were phthisical or scrofulous; and of 188 with normally formed nails, 40 were suffering from the same conditions. Of the same 88, nine only laboured under acute diseases. Females present this alteration about three times more frequently than males. It is most commonly observed between the ages of ten and thirty. Occupation has no influence upon it. The constitution which coincides with it in five sixths of the cases in which it occurs is that which is marked by a pale, fine, and anremic skin, blond hair, blue or brown eyes, bluish sclerotica, very long eyelashes, and weak muscles.
Archives Gtnirales de M6decine. Nov., 1839. Apoplexy of the Eyes. By Dr. Holscher. A robust country girl, of eighteen, was hard at work in the harvest field one hot day, and had been frequently stooping to bind up sheaves, when, without any external cause, but with great congestion of blood about the head, she became suddenly blind. When examined a short time after, all sight was lost; the eyes were fixed and felt tense; the conjunctiva was very vascular, there was considerable congestion about the head, and the carotid arteries pulsated strongly. The pupils were widely dilated, and did not in the least contract even when a strong light was brought close to the eye. In the right eye, on viewing it from the side, a slight red tinge of the aqueous humour was perceptible; and with a lens a very small coagulum of blood was discovered lying at the bottom of the anterior chamber. The patient, except for her blindness, was in the same robust health which she had always enjoyed.
Feeling no doubt that the sudden loss of sight was produced by an equally sudden congestion of the eye by blood rushing, as in apoplexy, into the vessels of the choroid and retina, and producing paralysis of the latter, the author ordered a bleeding, to sixteen ounces, from the arm, cold lotions to the head, a saline footbath, saline medicines, and an extremely low diet. By a continuance of similar means, with the addition of mercury and a permanent blister at the back of the neck, the patient was so far recovered on the fourth day as to be able to distinguish objects placed before the eyes, and in three weeks she returned to the country with her sight perfectly restored. Having established these observations, and meeting with M, Audouin's work on the Muscardine, Dr. Hannover determined on testing the contagious nature of the plant by inoculating unripe confervse into the back of a healthy salamander. After sixteen hours they had grown and were a line high ; the animal was severely affected, and swam with his back bent forwards, but he generally remained quiet at the bottom of the water. Sixteen hours after the efflorescence had extended over the whole wound, and was a line and a half high ; in sixteen hours more it was two lines high, and its ends were covered with buds. The animal was now about to cast his skin, and after sixty-four hours it fell off with the efflorescence and left a perfectly smooth surface. The wound appeared healthy though not reduced in size, and as soon as the efflorescence was removed the animal became unusually lively.
Three days after, the same salamander was again inoculated in the same place and again recovered after casting his cuticle, A third time he was inoculated with ripe confervae, and again recovered after presenting the same series of phenomena.
A very lean and weak salamander was similarly inoculated. In twenty-four hours the conferva had grown a line high, and he died shortly after. Another of the same kind was inoculated with conferva from a dead fly; he soon after exhibited signs of severe pain, turned on his side, and struck out violently with his tail; but after casting his cuticle he recovered in three days.
Mailer's Archiv. Heft iv., 1839. panied with solution of continuity and engorgement of the soft parts requires local treatment in addition to the oil administered internally. Under these circumstances compression and alcoholic ioduretted fomentations may be successfully employed. 4. The oil of cod fish has no efficacy in cases of gouty arthritis, nor does it exercise any influence on the engorgement of any lymphatic glands except the abdominal. It seems to have little or no effect on scrofulous phthisis, if this be at all advanced. 5. The oil should be administered perseveringly and for several months in order to secure advantageous results.
